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FOREWORD 



On September 22, 1966 > a group of librarians, library trustees and 
municipal and county officials of the Detroit metropolitan area 
assembled in the City-County building in Detroit to launch the 
Detroit Metropolitan Library Research and Demonstration project. 

Governor George Romney, Mayor Jerome P. Cavanagh and Chairman 
Thomas J. Brennan of the State Department of Education endorsed 
enthusiastically the idea of total metropolitan access to the 
research and reference resources of the Detroit Public Library and 
the proposed effort to establish an equitable basis for financial 
support of the central resources and services . 

The project was divided into three phases to facilitate financial 
arrangements. Phase I, completed in June of 196?, consisted of 
Miss Kremer’s study of Background Data, herewith reported, and a 
research design study conducted by Nelson Associates, Inc. and 
reported in January, 196?, under the title Methods and Procedures for 
Measuring Patron Use and Cost of Patron Services for the Detroit Metro - 
politan Library Project. Phase I was supported by a grant to Wayne 
State University from the State Board of Education under Title I of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965* with "local contributions" from the Detroit 
Public Library, the State Library and Wayne State University. 

Phase II, financed with a combination of federal, state and local funds, 
began in February of 1967 with the opening of the tfein Library of the 
Detroit Public Library system to free use by all residents of Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb counties. 

With the beginning of Phase IH, three additional counties were added: 
Monroe, St. Clair and Washtenaw. The research component of Phase III 
is financed by a grant from the Bureau of Research of the United States 
Office of Education under Title II-8 of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 » plus local contributions from the three major cooperating agencies. 
An analysis of use, of user characteristics, and of costs, will be pub- 
lished upon completion of Phase III. 

Miss Kremer’s Background Data admirably describes the demographic- 
ecological context of the total project. Miss Kremer’s services were 
contributed by the State Library, but specific recognition of her labor 
beyond the call of duty is incumbent. 



H. G. Johnston, Director 
Detroit Metropolitan Research 
and Demonstration Project 



Acknowledgement for the data, included in this 
compilation is hereby given to many individuals 
who have aided in collection and interpretation. 
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Dr. J. F. Thaden, Michigan State University; 

Paul Reid, Detroit Regional Planning Commission; 
Irving Rubin and staff of Talus Study; Dr. G« Flint 
Purdy, Wayne State University; and many staff 
people of the research agencies in the area. 



The Detroit Metropolitan Region, the focus for the Detroit Metropolitan 
Library Research and Demonstration Project, includes six counties in 
southeastern Michigan: Wayne (of which Detroit is a part), Oakland, 
Macomb, Washtenaw, Monroe and St. Clair. These have been identified 
as a single region by demographers, business analysts, social scientists 
and numerous agencies concerned with all types of services. Studies 
of a decade earlier concentrated their demographic analyses mainly in 
the three counties of Wayne, Oakland and Macomb, In recent years the 
area has been enlarged to the six counties. Current studies are pro- 
jecting a megalopolis that will cover additional counties, parts of 
other states, and a portion of Canada, 

A special project of the Detroit Metropolitan Area Regional Planning 
Commission, The 'Talus’ Study (Detroit Regional Transportation and 
Land Use Study), will provide the most comprehensive planning program 
to date, projecting to 1990 the needs of the metropolitan region. 

This study has added a seventh county - Livingston - to the Detroit 
metropolitan regional area. Preliminary data on characteristics of 
the population are included herein and more detailed analysis will be 
provided as the study progresses. 

The second study in progress undertakes to project a megalopolis that 
extends the Detroit metropolitan regional area to 25 counties of 
Michigan, nine in Ohio and three in the Province of Ontario, Canada. 
Doxiadis Associates of Athens, Greece has been engaged to conduct 
this study which is to be completed in 1970. Detroit Edison is under- 
writing the study; Wayne State University is cooperating. The first 
volume of the projected three volume work has just been published. 

It includes analysis of population trends, production, education, 
income, migration, etc. to show present development. The total work 
will propose a rational plan for future development of the area within 
approximately 100 mile radius of Detroit.^ 

For a number of years concern for the future of the Detroit metro- 
politan area has been expressed in the formation of regional groups 
to study area problems and to make plans for their solution. 

The Supervisors Inter-County Committee for Wayne, Oakland and Macomb 
counties was formed and met for the first time in 1954. In 1956 when 
the area had been expanded to include Washtenaw, Monroe and St. Clair 
counties, the Supervisors Inter-County Committee (SICC) was more 
formally organized. It received legal status in 1957 and has continued 
to function as a voluntary cooperative organization of governmental 
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Doxiadis, C. A. Emergence and Growth of an Urban Region; the Develop- 
ing Detroit Area. V. 1 Analysis. Detroit Edison Company. Detroit, 
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bodies seeking to find solutions to metropolitan area problems. One 
project of this committee resulted in a study of government organiza- 
tion of southeastern Michigan by the Metropolitan Fund, Inc. in 1964- 
1965. This culminated in a series of proposals made and reviewed by 
a committee of 100 representative government officials. One consequ- 
ence was a recommendation to organize a council of governments of 
southeastern Michigan. Many individual governmental units are now 
considering official action to join this council of governments and 
all indications point to favorable action. 

The study of government organization for southeastern Michigan is one 
of many metropolitan research studies sponsored by the Metropolitan 
Fund, Inc. This organization, an outgrowth of the Southeastern 
Metropolitan Research Corporation, was reorganized and renamed in 
1963. Its board of trustees is composed of industrial, labor, 
university, political and other civic leaders and its support comes 
from their organizations as well as from the Ford Foundation. 

In addition, there are numerous councils and committees on area 
planning, such as Forum for Metropolitan Goals; Southeastern Michigan 
Tourist Council; Recreational Lands Coordinating Council; Detroit 
Area Economic Forum; Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority; Detroit 
Census Advisory Committee; Citizens Research Council; Future Detroit, 
Inc., all of whom contribute to the planning and the programs in the 
metropolitan region . 

For the Metropolitan Fund on Government Organization, the Citizens 
Research Council made a study of intergovernmental cooperation in 
six-county southeastern Michigan, resulting in the identification 
of 1,006 contractual agreements to provide services; over 1,000 to 
receive services; 191 governmental units with 721 joint service 
agreements involving 55 major categories of services, and numerous 
informal agreements. 



Population 

The Detroit metropolitan region covers 3,983 square miles and contains 
over 400 governmental units; 6 counties, 106 cities and villages, 

109 townships, 159 school districts and 18 special districts and 
authorities. 

The population of the Detroit metropolitan region in 1966 was 
estimated at 4,619,032 as compared with 4,143,121 in 1960, a gain 
of 11%. During this same period, however, the population of Detroit 



Metropolitan Fund, Inc 6 Governmental Organization in Metropolitan 
Southeastern Michigan. Part 1, Summary of Staff Papers by Citizens 
Research Council of Michigan, 1965. 

Supervisors Inter-County Committee. Proceedings of 11th Annual Meet- 
ing, June 1965. Detroit, 1965. 
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proper dropped from 1,670,144 to 1,640,000 or a loss of 2/ 0 in six 
years and a loss of 117 0 since 1950. 

The six counties in the area, however, show considerable gain since 
the 1950 federal census as follows 



Table I 

Estimated 





1950 


1960 


1966 2 


Proiection 


Macomb 

Oakland 

Wayne 

Detroit 


184,961 

396,001 

2,435,235 

(1,849,568) 


405,804 

690,259 

2,666,297 

(1,670,144) 


550,000 

830,000 

2,768,000 

(1,640,000) 


646,298 

893,288 

2,634,141 


Washtenaw 
Monroe 
St. Clair 


134,606 

75,666 

91,599 


172,440 

101,120 

107,201 


211,000 

119.000 

114.000 


221,832 

114,545 

108,928 


Total 6 County 


3,318,068 


4,143,121 


4,592,000 


4,619,032 



Comparison of the estimated figures for 1966 population with the 1960 
federal census figures shows that Macomb County had the largest per- 
centage gain with 35.6%. Oakland County was not far behind, with an 
increase of 20.2%, followed by Monroe and St. Clair counties with 18% 
and 6% respectively. Wayne County (exclusive of Detroit) had an 
increase of 13.2% whereas the figures for the City of Detroit had 
dropped 2%. Projections for Wayne County as a whole predict a total 
loss of 1.27. between 1960 and 1970; whereas the total gain in the six 
counties is estimated at llo57o. 

The Doxiadis Study shows that the growth of the Detroit metropolitan 
area between 1940 and 1950 was to the west and northwest of the city. 



Detroit Regional Planning Commission. Population and Occupied 
Dwelling Units in the Detroit Region. (Planning Data Series C, 
Report No. 13). Detroit. 

2 

Michigan Statistical Abstract 1966. East Lansing, Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research, M.S.U. 1966. 

3 

Goldberg, David. Population Projections - Michigan 1960-80. 
Department of Economic Expansion. Lansing, 1965. 
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In 1960-65 major increases were toward the north with a secondary 
ring forming around the present metropolitan area. 

This suburban increase in population with the accompanying decline 
of population in the core city, the "urban sprawl," the interdepen- 
dence of the many governmental units and their orientation to the 
core city and to each other, demands the attention of all agencies 
serving the area. 



Education 



The population distribution by age group in the six counties affects 
the types of services that various institutions, including libraries, 
need to provide,. The elementary and junior high school age groups 
constitute 22.1% of the total population. High percentages are 
found in the 25-39 age group which represents the citizens who will 
be establishing new families, providing the greatest number in the 
labor force, and a large number enrolled in the institutions of 
higher education. In the 40-54 age group many will be engaged in 
adult education and job retraining programs and in attending trade 
and business schools. Elementary and secondary schools can anticipate 
high increases in enrollment. Table II and III which follow show 
the 1965 population by counties in the various age groups and the 
number of pupils and teachers in the elementary and secondary 
schools. 
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Table II 1 



Population of Counties by Age Groups - April 1965 





Under 5 


5-14 


15-24 


25-39 


40-54 


55-64 


65-74 


Over 75 


Macomb 


73,597 


131,297 


67,781 


102,561 


86,946 


28,444 


15,083 


6,635 


Oakland 


84,700 


185,638 


117,513 


135,290 


145,500 


60,439 


32,864 


14,587 


Wayne 


249,474 


560,885 


384,694 


461,114 


507,407 


238,209 


168,011 


70,038 


Washtenaw 


22,199 


33,582. 


40,809 


41,876 


27,160 


12,663 


8,190 


4,743 


Monroe 


12,147 


25,792 


16,011 


18,726 


18,076 


8,535 


5,268 


2,864 


St. Clair 


11,466 


24,262 


15,490 


16,982 


18,930 


9,802 


6,896 


4,156 


Total 


453,583 


961,4 56 


642,298 


776,549 


804,019 


358,092 


236,312 


103,023 


% by category 10.4% 


22.1% 


14.8% 


17.9% 


18.5% 


8.2% 


5.4% 


2.4% 



Table III 2 

Elementary Secondary 





Pupils 


Teachers 


Pupils 


Teachers 


Macomb 


79,348 


3,040 


47,685 


2,233 


Oakland 


118,520 


4,731 


83,379 


4,027 


Wayne 


327,925 


11,514 


228,647 


9,160 


Washtenaw 


22,890 


1,059 


15,160 


1,059 


Monroe 


14,943 


535 


10,652 


473 


St. Clair 


14,339 


456 


10,791 


565 


Total 


577,965 


21,335 


396,314 


17,517 



* ’Michigan Statistical Abstract 1966. 
Economic Research. M.S.U. 1966. 



E. Lansing* Bureau of Business and 



2 



Ibid 



The Friedland study on Local Public Employment in Southeastern 
Michigan* projected to 1980 points out that the bulge in elementary 
education developed in 1950-60 will be reflected in secondary school 
enrollment by a predicted 50% between 1960 and 1970* Colleges and 
universities will show a 60% gain* A shortage in professional staff 
in higher educational institutions already exists with an average 
of 40 professional staff per 1,000 students. Most pronounced teacher 
shortages are in mathematics, natural science and foreign languages* 
Arts and crafts and linguistics need more attention and a critical 
shortage already exists in special education. In public employment 
the surveyors found a scarcity of training in the fields of planning, 
engineering, library and health. 1 

The highest concentration of institutions of higher education in the 
state is in this six-county area. Enrollment in these institutions 
is 52% of that in the state as a whole. 

In 1965, 251,572 students were enrolled in Michigan colleges and 
universities, a gain of over 90,000 in a five year period. An 
enrollment of one-half million college students in Michigan by 1970 
is predicted. Problems facing the state as a whole and the Detroit 
metropolitan area in particular as a result of this 2 situation have 
been analyzed in detail in a study by Dr. Goldberg. Of Michigan's 
67 public and private higher educational institutions, 26 are in the 
Detroit area, with the majority in Wayne County. 

Institutions of higher education in the Detroit metropolitan area with 
the highest enrollments are the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor; 
Wayne State University in Detroit; and Eastern Michigan University 
in Ypsilanti. Community colleges with the highest enrollment are 
Henry Ford in Dearborn and Macomb in Warren. A complete table of 
the enrollments in 1965 follows: 



Friedland, Louis. Local Public Employment in Southeastern 
Michigan - a Six County Inventory Projected to 1980. Un- 
published preliminary reports examined at Wayne State 
University. 

2 Goldberg, David. College Enrollment Potential in Michigan 1960-75. 
(Michigan Population Studies No. 3). Ann Arbor, University of 
Michigan, Department of Sociology and Institute of Public Adminis- 
tration. 
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Table IV 



1 



Enrollment - Institutes of Higher Education 1965 
Degree- Credit Students 



Cranbrook Academy of Art 
DeLima Junior College 
Detroit Bible College 
Detroit College of Business 
Detroit College of Law 
Detroit Institute of Music and Art 
Detroit Institute of Technology 
Duns Scotus 

Eastern Michigan University 
General Motors Institute 
Henry Ford Community College 
Highland Park College 
Lawrence Institute of Technology 
Macomb County Community College 
Madonna College 
Marygrove College 
Mercy College of Detroit 
Merril 1- Palmer Institute 
Oakland Community College 
Port Huron Junior College 
Sacred Heart Nov, 

Sacred Heart Seminary 
Schoolcraft Community College 
University of Detroit 
University of Michigan 
Wayne State University 

Total - Metropolitan Area 

Total - Michigan (1965) 



Total Enrollment 



125 

51 

413 



1,237 

647 

66 

2,507 

84 

12,442 

2,908 

9,876 

2,580 

4,313 

8,907 

490 

1,498 

1,017 

73 



4,00 J 
2,628 
20 
260 
2,496 
9,182 
34,453 
29,125 
131,398 



251,572 



1 Michigan Statistical Abstract 1966, East Lansing, Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research, M.S.U. 1966, 



Housing 



The move to the out -county areas resulted in the construction of 
over 300,000 new dwelling units in the ten year period, 1950-60, 
over 90% outside of the core city. Twenty- two new cities and 
villages were incorporated since 1950 and 45 new regional shopping 
centers and neighborhood centers have doubled and tripled. Each 
county has one or more major cities: Detroit in Wayne County; 

Pontiac in Oakland County; Warren and Mount Clemens in Macomb 
County; Monroe in Monroe County; Ann Arbor in Washtenaw County; 
and Port Huron in St. Clair County. All are major trade and 
educational centers for their respective counties. 

The population density varies from 144.9 per square mile in St. 
Clair County to 4,392.6 in Wayne County. The average density in 
the Detroit metropolitan area in 1960 was 1,096 and is projected to 
1,243 in 1970. The average density in the other 77 counties of the 
state is 68 per square mile. 



Income and Employment 

Median family income was higher in the six-county metropolitan area 
than in either state or nation. In the six counties of the Detroit 
metropolitan area, the median family income was $6,595 and ranged 
from $5,546 in St. Clair County to $7,576 in Oakland County. The 
Detroit metropolitan area had the highest percentage in the state 
of family incomes of $10,000 and over; Macomb 20.2%; Wayne 20.4%; 
Washtenaw 23.97. and Oakland 28.8%, as compared with the state 
average of 17.4%. These four counties are the only ones in 
Michigan that exceed 20% in this income bracket. 

The Doxiades Study cites factors that point to an excellent economic 
environment for the metropolitan area with Detroit as the natural 
center: the central location of the city in the Great Lakes megapolis; 
the marketing area for consumer goods; gateway for U.S. -Canadian 
trade as well as domestic transportation; gateway for international 
trade for the north central region; its place as a major manufacturing 
belt chiefly in the automotive trade; and the growth of other industrie 



O 

Communication - Transportation 

The Detroit metropolitan area maintains a vast communications network 
to meet the needs of people for local, national, world-wide news, 
information and entertainment through a variety of media. 



Detroit Regional Planning Commission. Residential Construction 
in Detroit Region. Detroit, 1966-67. 

Michigan Statistical Abstract 1966. East Lansing, 

Business and Economic Research. M.S.U. 1966. 
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Ten daily newspapers and 77 weekly and semi-weekly news sheets have 
a circulation of 2.2 million in the study area. Over 1 million 
circulation is reached by the two Detroit dailies, the Detroit Free 
Press and the Detroit News . 

Thirty-nine commercial radio stations, one educational and five 
commercial television stations are located in the six-county radius 
and reach out over the state. In cddition, the area is reached by 
stations in Bay City, Saginaw and Flint, Michigan, as well as Toledo, 
Ohio and Windsor, Ontario. 

Of 21 Michigan post offices with revenues exceeding 1 million dollars 
in 1965, 10 are located in the Detroit metropolitan area. 

In telephone communication the Doxiadis Study (covering the wider 
regional area) found 87.1%, of the area connected. It is estimated 
that this percentage would apply as well to the sub-region of this 
study. 

Unemployment persisted in Michigan with 6.97. of the civilian labor 
force unemployed in 1960. Three counties in the Detroit metropolitan 
area exceeded the state average unemployment with 8.5% in Wayne 
County; 8.2% in St. Clair, and 8% in Monroe. Employment in Michigan, 
however, reached 2,726,664 in 1960, of whom 1,329,000 were in the 
Detroit metropolitan area. 

"The maturation of the Detroit metropolitan area will be reflected, 
during the next 15 years, in increased employment in the service 
industries. Of particular importance will be growth in the profes- 
sional and related types of activities which will especially build 
upon the current role of Detroit in education and the medical field. 
These developments will be stimulated both by the age profile of the 
Detroit population and by the necessity for an improvement in the 
educational attainment of the local labor force if the manpower 
requirements of the Human Resources Era are to be achieved. 

"A key indicator of the overall strength of the Detroit metropolitan 
area is the projection that overall employment is expected to increase 
from 1,329,000 persons in 1960 to 1,890,000 persons in 1980, an 
increase of over 40 percent. In other words, throughout the late 
1960's and the 1970's, Detroit is expected to maintain its relative 
position in the state of Michigan."^ 



^•Battelle Memorial Institute. 
Ohio, 1966. 



Michigan Manpower Study. Columbus, 
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Retail sales tax collections in the period 1955-65 showed an 88% 
increase for the entire state while the metropolitan area ranged 
from 607o in Wayne County to 239% in Macomb County with a 6- county 
aggregate of 1227,. 

The state equalized valuation in 1955 for the six Detroit metro- 
politan counties was $10,180,125,000 or 58% of the state's total. 

The remaining 77 counties totalled $7,373,400,000 or 42/,. In 1964 
the state equalized valuation of these six metropolitan counties was 
$15,290,136,000 or 52% of the state's total. 

In motor vehicle registrations 45 • 5%, of the total in 1964-65 were in 
thio metropolitan area (4,476,475 for the state and 2,034,814 in the 
six counties). 

The traffic pattern in the area is characterized by major freeways 
connecting Detroit with the major cities in the six counties. The 
large increase in traffic, however, and the projected pattern to 1990 
are a major concern of the Talus Study now underway. Intensive study 
is in progress to identify the 24 hour traffic flow, rate of increase 
on various routes, identification of purpose of trip and movement of 
goods. 



Library Service 



The demographic factors as outlined have affected the development 
of library service in the Detroit metropolitan area but will be of 
even greater significance in the future. The large increase in 
population, the composition of age groups, the move to the suburbs 
and out-county, the increase in education at all levels and concurrent 
demands for specialization in employment, particularly for scientific 
and technical knowledge, all are of concern to administrators and 
librarians of schools, colleges and universities, special and public 
libraries. 

The Michigan Manpower Study has underscored these socio-economic 
changes and has established guidelines for action programs in the 
1970' s. As stated in the report, "The underlying feature of the 
projected labor-force characteristics is an increasingly greater 
linkage between the educational system and the labor force. The 
projections describe the emergence of a new socio-economic structure 
for Michigan's economy. During the Agricultural and Manufacturing 
Eras, a large proportion of jobs were in manual occupations requiring 
dexterity and experience. The activities in classrooms had little 
relationship to job functions. In contrast to this situation, the 
Human Resources Era is characterized by a high proportion of occupations 
in white-collar activities, especially in those of a professional and 
technical nature. These occupations typically require development of 
specific skills in the classroom, ranging from mathematical aptitudes 
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and skill in self-expression to the development of general analytical 
ability. 

Federal funds available under the Library Services and Construction 
Act, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the National Defens 
Education Act, the Higher Education Act, etc. have helped to focus 
attention on the needs of all types of libraries and to plan for 
development that will coordinate the services of all of the institutions. 

The present pattern of library service in the area includes comprehen- 
sive research libraries such as the Detroit Public Library, the University 
of Michigan and Wayne State University, whose aggregate resources are 
far beyond any others in the state and equal to some of the largest m 
the nation. Special libraries are concentrated in the metropolitan 
area with 55 listed in tbe Special Libraries Directory. They are 
established in many divisions of each major industry. 

Community colleges are developing in the metropolitan area, as well as 
elsewhere in Michigan, at a higher rate than all other educational 
institutions. Concern for library facilities for the student body is 
of prime importance. The public libraries are receiving increased 
demands for services from this group. Current inadequacies - of 
community college libraries are pointed up in a study made y e 
Associates, Inc. of New York a| the request of the Michigan State 

Library and published in 1965. 

The libraries in the Michigan institutions of higher education, includ- 
ing those in the Detroit metropolitan area, have also been scrutinized. 
Again, Nelson Associates were engaged to inventory the reference an 
research needs in the entire state and the extent to which they are 
being met. This study, published in January 1967, suggests the 
expansion that will be essential in order to keep pace with the 
demands. 3 These two studies provide guidelines valuable to study o 

the Detroit metropolitan area. 

A statistical chart on the college and university libraries in the 
Detroit metropolitan area is based on statistical repor s su mi 
the U.S. Office of Education in 1966 and covers the period 1965-66. 
Although a small fraction of the total number of college and university 
libraries in the Detroit metropolitan area did not respond, the major 
institutions have provided the information included in a e 




1 Battelle Memorial Institute. Michigan Manpower Study. Columbus, 

Ohio, 1966. 

2 Nelson Associates, Inc. A Program for the Rapid Improvement of 

Community Colleges in Michigan: Report of a Survey Undertaken 

for Michigan State Library. White Plains, N.Y. , 1965. 

Reference and Research Needs in Michigan; a Study of Resources, 



"Needs and Patterns of Use with Recommendations for Improvement 
in Services. White Plains, N.Y., 1966. 
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This documentation of expenditures, books and staff suggests a need 
for much expansion and also for coordination. 

The area has a total of 91 public libraries including five county 
libraries (only Oakland County lacks library support on a county-wide 
basis). Four of the five county libraries are well established. The 
fifth one, Washtenaw County, recently organized, is progressing in its 
expansion of materials and services. Wayne County, one of the strongest 
and most innovative county libraries in the nation, has expanded its 
operations to include services by contract to 16 libraries in Oakland 
County as members of the Wayne County Federated Library System. It 
has also expanded its cataloging services to provide for the schools 
in Wayne County. 

In the six-county Detroit metropolitan area there are seven library 
systems. These systems each serving a population of 100,000 or more, 
have a designated headquarters’ library and offer a wide range of 
services including reciprocal borrower's privileges, centralized 
cataloging and processing, book selection centers with regular exhibits 
of pre-published books for selection and ordering, a daily telephone 
"hot-line" to Michigan State Library for requests for interlibrary 
loan, etc. System plans vary and some offer more services than others. 
Some of the stronger suburban libraries which have remained unaffiliated 
are able to give quality service to their clientele. The system concept, 
however, assures a higher degree of service to patrons than any of 
these libraries could provide individually. 

Table VI indicates the level of support, the book stock, number of 
professional and non-professional personnel in the public libraries in 
the Detroit metropolitan area. From this it is apparent that in most 
all of the public libraries the number of books per capita is below the 
per capita standards of the American Library Association and that 
professional personnel is much needed. These libraries all serve their 
total community in varying degree with popular services that meet the 
general recreational and informational needs of their patrons. However, 
they cannot approach the level of reference service of the Detroit 
Public Library whose expenditures exceed the aggregate expenditures of 
all other public libraries in the area. The college and university 
libraries, being necessarily geared to serving students and faculty, 
are not in a position to open their doors to the general public. The 
Detroit Public Library is and will continue to be in a key position to 
serve as a major reference and resource center for the Detroit metro- 
politan area. The public library service pattern envisioned for the 
area consists of (1) a major resource center; (2) regional reference and 
reading service centers; and (3) local popular service. 

Dr. Friedland's study points out that sophistication and professionalism 
of local government services need to be in step with expansion at all 
levels. He states further that librarians are capable of developing 
techniques designed to accommodate the information explosion. In the 
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inventory on personnel the study reports that 20% of the libraries 
have shortages of professionals. Twenty-one percent of governmental 
units have problems of recruitment. In a study of the turn-over 
of employees for all governmental functions, 64% reported low 
salaries as the major factor; 23% personal reasons; 22% lack of 
promotional possibilities; and 16% for poor working conditions. 

Another major factor found by the study was the availability of 
jobs in private industry. 

A question posed for consideration is whether a governmental 
reorganization or modification would reduce the projections for 
the need of more personnel. Closely allied with the need to reduce 
turnover is the need for more adequate in-service training and 
opportunity for advanced study. Libraries, as other governmental 
functions, must take the lead from industry in providing advanced 
education for their personnel. 

The Nelson Studies referred to on page 11 are now being implemented 
with recommendations forthcoming from a study committee. The 
University of Michigan, Wayne State University and Michigan State 
University have embarked on MERIT (Michigan Educational Research 
Information Triad) , a linking of computer systems to provide in- 
stantaneous transmission of information from one to another. 

The Detroit Metropolitan Library Research and Demonstration Project, 
whose major objective is to arrive at an equitable financial structure 
for the Detroit Public Library, will also provide additional data 
that should provide guidelines for an entirely new pattern of library 
service for this major metropolitan area; a pattern encompassing all 
types of governmental units and all types of libraries in the Detroit 
metropolitan area. 



* Friedland, Louis. Local Public Employment in Southeastern Michigan - 

a Six County Inventory Projected to 1980. Unpublished preliminary 
reports examined at Wayne State University. 
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Retail sales tax collections in the period 1955-65 showed an 88% 
increase for the entire state while the metropolitan area ranged 
from 60% in Wayne County to 239% in Maccnb County with a 6-county 

aggregate of 122%. 

The state equalized valuation in 1955 for the six Detroit metro- 
politan counties was $10,180,125,000 or 58% of the state s total. 

The remaining 77 counties totalled $7,373,400,000 or 42%. In 1964 
the state equalized valuation of these six metropolitan counties was 
$15,290,136,000 or 52% of the state’s total. 

In motor vehicle registrations 45.5% of the total in 1964-65 were in 
thi, metropolitan area (4,476,475 for the state and 2,034,814 in the 
six counties) . 

The traffic pattern in the area is characterized by major freeways 
connecting Detroit with the major cities in the six counties. The 
large increase in traffic, however, and the projected pattern to 1990 
are a major concern of the Talus Study now underway. Intensive study 
is in progress to identify the 24 hour traffic flow, rate of increase 
on various routes, identification of purpose of trip and movement of 
goods. 



Library Service 

The demographic factors as outlined have affected the development 
of library service in the Detroit metropolitan area but will be of 
even greater significance in the future. The large increase in 
population, the composition of age groups, the move to the suburbs 
and out-county, the increase in education at all levels and concurrent 
demands for specialization in employment, particularly for scientific 
and technical knowledge, all are of concern to administrators and 
librarians of schools, colleges and universities, special and public 

libraries. 

The Michigan Manpower Study has underscored these socio-economic 
changes and has established guidelines for action programs in the 
1970's. As stated in the report, "The underlying feature of the 
projected labor-force characteristics is an increasingly greater 
linkage between the educational system and the labor force. The 
projections describe the emergence of a new socio-economic structure 
for Michigan's economy. During the Agricultural and Manufacturing 
Eras, a large proportion of jobs were in manual occupations requiring 
dexterity and experience. The activities in classrooms had little 
relationship to job functions. In contrast to this situation, the 
Human Resources Era is characterized by a high proportion of occupations 
in white-collar activities, especially in those of a professional and 
technical nature. These occupations typically require development of 
specific skills in the classroom, ranging from mathematical aptitudes 
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and skill in self-expression to the development of general analytical 
ability. 11 * 

Federal funds available under the Library Services and Construction 
Act, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the Lationa e ens 
Education Act, the Higher Education Act, etc. have helped to focus 
attention on the needs of all types of libraries and to plan 
development that will coordinate the services of all of the mstituti . 

The present pattern of library service in the area includes comprehen- 
sive research libraries such as the Detroit Public Library, the University 
of Michigan and Wayne State University, whose aggregate resources a e 
far beyond any others in the state and equal to some of the largest m 
the nation. Special libraries are concentrated m the metropolitan 
area with 55 listed in the Special Libraries Directory. They are 
established in many divisions of each major industry. 

Community colleges are developing in the metropolitan area, as well as 
elsewhere in Michigan, at a higher rate than all other Rational 
institutions. Concern for library facilities for the student bo y 
of prime importance. The public libraries are receiving increased 
demands for services from this group. Current inadequacies of the 
community college libraries are pointed up in a sh «^by bel s °u 
Associates, Inc. of New York ag the request of the Michigan State 

Library and published in 1965- 

The libraries in the Michigan institutions of higher education, includ 
•ng those in the Detroit metropolitan area, have also been scrutrnrzed. 
Again , Nelson Associates were engaged to inventory the reference and 
research needs in the entire state and the extent to whxch they are 
being met. This study, published in January 1967, suggests the 
expansion that trill be essential in order to keep pace wxth the 
demands . 2 These two studies provide guidelines valuable to study of 

the Detroit metropolitan area. 

A statistical chart cn the college and university libraries in the 
Detroit metropolitan area is based on statistical reports submitted to 
the U S Office of Education in 1966 and covers the peno * 

Although a small fraction of the total number of college and unxversxty 
libraries in the Detroit metropolitan area did not res P°™*’ 1 * e maj 
institutions have provided the information included m Table V. 



1 Battelle Memorial Institute. Michigan Manpower Study. Columbus, 

Ohio, 1966. 

2 Nelson Associates, Inc. A Program for the Rapid Improvement of 

Community Colleges in Michigan: Report of a Survey Undertaken 

for Michigan State Library. White Plains, N.Y. , 1965. 



3 Reference and Research Needs in Michigan; a Study of Resources 

Needs and Patterns of Use with Recommendations for Improvement 
in Services. White Plains, N»Y«, 1966. 
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This documentation of expenditures, books and staff suggests a need 
for much expansion and also for coordination. 

The area has a total of 91 public libraries including five county 
libraries (only Oakland County lacks library support on a county-wide 
basis). Four of the five county libraries are well established. The 
fifth one, Washtenaw County, recently organized, is progressing in its 
expansion of materials and services. Wayne County, one of the strongest 
and most innovative county libraries in the nation, has expanded its 
operations to include services by contract to 16 libraries in Oakland 
County as members of the Wayne County Federated Library System. It 
has also expanded its cataloging services to provide for the schools 
in Wayne County. 

In the six-county Detroit metropolitan area there are seven library 
systems. These systems each serving a population of 100,000 or more, 
have a designated headquarters’ library and offer a wide range of 
services including reciprocal borrower's privileges, centralized 
cataloging and processing, book selection centers with regular exhibits 
of pre-published books for selection and ordering, a daily telephone 
"hot-line" to Michigan State Library for requests for interlibrary 
loan, etc. System plans vary and some offer more services than others. 
Some of the stronger suburban libraries which have remained unaffiliated 
are able to give quality service to their clientele. The system concept, 
hoitfever, assures a higher degree of service to patrons than any of 
these libraries could provide individually. 

Table VI indicates the level of support, the book stock, number of 
professional and non-professional personnel in the public libraries in 
the Detroit metropolitan area. From this it is apparent that in most 
all of the public libraries the number of books per capita is below the 
per capita standards of the American Library Association and that 
professional personnel is much needed. These libraries all serve their 
total community in varying degree with popular services that meet the 
general recreational and informational needs of their patrons. However, 
they cannot approach the level of reference service of the Detroit 
Public Library whose expenditures exceed the aggregate expenditures of 
all other public libraries in the area. The college and university 
libraries, being necessarily geared to serving students and faculty, 
are not in a position to open their doors to the general public. The 
Detroit Public Library is and will continue to be in a key position to 
serve as a major reference and resource center for the Detroit metro- 
politan area. The public library service pattern envisioned for the 
area consists of (1) a major resource center; (2) regional reference and 
reading service centers; and (3) local popular service. 

Dr. Friedland's study points out that sophistication and professionalism 
of local government services need to be in step with expansion at all 
levels. He states further that librarians are capable of developing 
techniques designed to accommodate the information explosion. In the 
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inventory on personnel the study reports that 20 L of the libraries 
have shortages of professionals. Twenty-one percent of O overnmental 
units have problems of recruitment. In a study of the turn-over 
of employees for all governmental functions, 647, reported low 
salaries as the major factor; 237, personal reasons; 227, lack of 
promotional possibilities; and 1671 for poor working conditions. 

Another major factor found by the study was the availability of 
jobs in private industry. 

A question posed for consideration is whether a governmental 
reorganization or modification would reduce the projections for 
the need of more personnel. Closely allied with the need to reduce 
turnover is the need for more adequate in-service training and 
opportunity for advanced study. Libraries, as other governmental 
functions, must take the lead from industry in providing advanced 
education for their personnel. 

The Nelson Studies referred to on page 11 are now being implemented 
with recommendations forthcoming from a study committee. The 
University of Michigan, Wayne State University and Michigan State 
University have embarked on MERIT (Michigan Educational Research 
Information Triad), a linking of computer systems to provide in- 
stantaneous transmission of information from one to another. 

The Detroit Metropolitan Library Research and Demonstration Project, 
whose major objective is to arrive at an equitable financial structure 
for cne Derroit Public Library, will also provide additional data 
that should provide guidelines for an entirely new pattern of library 
service for this major metropolitan area; a pattern encompassing all 
types of governmental units and all types of libraries in the Detroit 
metropolitan area. 



^ Fried land, Louis. Local Public Employment in Southeastern Michigan - 

a Six County Inventory Projected to 19S0. Unpublished preliminary 
reports examined at Wayne State University. 
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